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1 . SUMMARY: PRESIDENT MARCOS, IN CLEAR RESPONSE TO MY PREVIOUS 
APPROACH ON HUMAN RIGHTS, STATES HE IS TALKING WITH MILITARY 
CONCERNING PRISONER TREATMENT AND DISAPPEARANCES. HE HAS 
PROPOSED WE MEET WEEKLY. I HAVE IMPRESSED ON HIM NEED NOT 
ONLY FOR FAIR TREATMENT TO PRISONERS BUT ALSO DUE PROCESS OF 
LAW EVEN FOR COMMUNISTS. EXCEPT FOR SISON CASE, EMBASSY HAS 
HAD NO FURTHER EVIDENCE TORTURE OR DISAPPEARANCE WITHIN LAST 
SEVERAL WEEKS. END SUMMARY. 

2. DURING PRIVATE MEETING WITH PRESIDENT MARCOS DECEMBER 13 

I GAVE HIM PACKET OF CONGRESSIONAL CORRESPONDENCE AND LEGIS 
LATION RELATING TO HUMAN RIGHTS STATING I BELIEVED IT TO BE 
IN INTERESTS OF SMOOTH RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES 
FOR HIM TO BE FULLY AWARE OF SIGNIFICANT SENTIMENTS IN THE 
UNITED STATES REGARDING THE INTERNAL SITUATION IN THE 
PHILIPPINES. HE AGREED AND SAID HE WELCOMED SUCH MATERIAL. 

IN APPARENT RESPONSE TO MY SUGGESTION OF REGULAR MEETINGS, 

HE PROPOSED THAT WE MEET EVERY TUESDAY AT 1 1 :00. 
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3. PACKET I PRESENTED CONTAINED (A) LETTER TO HIM ON 
AQUINO CASE FROM SENATOR CRANSTON (BROUGHT TO MANILA BY 
ROBERT TRENT JONES), FROM SENATOR KENNEDY TO HIM 
(REFTEL B) AND FROM SENATOR BAYH TO SECRETARY VANCE; (B) 

EXCHANGE BETWEEN DEPARTMENT AND CONGRESSMAN FRASER WITH 
LIST OF ALLEGED DISAPPEARANCES AND (C) EXCERPTS FROM 
CURRENT LEGISLATION RELATING TO HUMAN RIGHTS. 
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4. MARCOS LOOKED THROUGH THE MATERIAL AND ASKED WHETHER 
I HAD ANY SUGGESTIONS REGARDING HIS RESPONSE. I SAID THESE 
CONGRESSIONAL LETTERS ADDRESSED TO HIM LIKE THE FORTHCOMING 
CODEL WOLFF GAVE HIM AN OPPORTUNITY TO REPLY DIRECTLY TO 
THE CONCERNS WHICH MANY IN CONGRESS WERE EXPRESSING. I 
THOUGHT HE OUGHT TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS CHANCE. HE SAID 
HE WOULD REPLY DIRECTLY TO SENATORS CRANSTON AND KENNEDY. 

5. MARCOS THEN SAID HE HAD BEEN DISCUSSING ALLEGATIONS 

OF TORTURE AND DISAPPEARANCE WITH HIS MILITARY, EMPHASIZING 
HIS DESIRE THAT SUCH ACTIVITIES STOP. HE COMMENTED THAT 
IT IS DIFFICULT OFTEN FOR MILITARY MEN TO DEAL HUMANELY 
WITH THOSE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DEATH AND TORTURE OF THEIR 
COMRADES. DESPITE COMMANDER DANTE S (COMMANDER OF NEW 
PEOPLE'S ARMY) ATROSITIES AGAINST PHILIPPINE MILITARY, HE 
WAS NOT TORTURED. WHILE THERE WERE DISAPPEARANCES, IN 
SOME CASES THEY MAY BE THE MEANS BY WHICH SOME COMMUNISTS 
GO UNDERGROUND. I POINTED TO THE LIST ATTACHED TO THE 
FRASER LETTER AND SUGGESTED THAT HE LOOK PERSONALLY INTO 
THESE ALLEGATIONS. 

6. 1 SAID I WAS SURE THAT HIS PERSONAL ATTENTION TO 
THESE CHARGES WOULD BE WELCOMED. I FELT HE SHOULD BE 
AWARE, HOWEVER, THAT THE AMERICAN FOCUS WAS NOT ONLY ON 
HOW PRISONERS WERE TREATED BUT ON WHETHER THEY GOT A FAIR 
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TRIAL. HE REPLIED THAT AMNY OF THESE WERE COMMUNISTS WHO 
WERE SEEKING TO DISRUPT PHILIPPINE SOCIETY. I SAID THAT 
THE UNITED STATES IN ITS HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY WAS NOT PRO- 
POSING THAT HE RELEASE PEOPLE WHO WERE CLEARLY DANGEROUS 
TO PEACE AND ORDER BUT ONLY THAT THOSE WHO WERE CHARGED 
WITH VIOLATION OF PHILIPPINE LAW HAD A CLEAR 
AND CREDIBLE OPPORTUNITY FOR A FAIR TRIAL. 

IN THE CASE OF SISON, FOR 

EXAMPLE, I FELT IT IMPORTANT THAT THE PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT 
INDICATE CLEARLY THE CHARGES THEY INTEND TO FILE AGAINST 
HIM AND HOW HE IS TO BE TRIED. 

7. COMMENT: PRESIDENT IS OBVIOUSLY FOCUSSING ON HUMAN 
RIGHTS PROBLEMS. EMBASSY IS NOT AWARE, EXCEPT FOR SISON, 

OF ANY CASES OF TORTURE OR DISAPPEARANCE IN RECENT WEEKS. 

I THINK WE SHOULD PRESUME THAT MARCOS IS SINCERE IN HIS 
EFFORTS TO CURB THESE PRACTICES. 

8. 1 WOULD WELCOME DEPARTMENT'S SUGGESTIONS OF ANY 
SPECIFIC MATTERS TO RAISE IN MY NEXT MEETING WITH MARCOS. 

NEWSOM 
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